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1 Executive Summary

PASA continues to perform strongly, but there has been a drop in journal impact factor.

The number of submissions in 2026 is on par to 2025, so we have seen a sustained increase of ~2x
the number of submissions since 2024, when MNRAS changed their page charge model, and we
moved to OA in 2025.

The journal impact factor (JIF) has dropped to 4.0, from 4.6 in 2024, which unfortunately places us
just outside of Q1. This is disappointing but can be explained by several factors, including the
increase in JIF eligible articles. PASA requires community support to maintain its quality and impact
factor.

There have been no changed to the Editorial Board since the last report. The next turnover, and
opening, is expected at the end of the year.

2 Editorial Board

No changes to the PASA Editorial Board since last December’s report..

The current members of the PASA Editorial Board are:
● Minh Huynh (Editor in Chief, CSIRO, term end 31 Dec 2027)
● Andrew Hopkins (Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Macq Uni, term end 31 Dec 2027, at which point it

is expected they will move to EiC)
● Evanthia Hatziminaoglou (Assoc Editor, ESO, Germany, term end 31 Dec 2026)
● Luca Casagrande (new Assoc Editor, ANU, term end 31 Dec 2027)
● Nithyanandan Thyagarajan (new Assoc Editor, CSIRO, term end 31 Dec 2027)
● Sarah Tuttle (Assoc Editor, Uni of Washington, USA, term end 31 Aug 2028)
● Sui Ann Mao (Assoc Editor, MPifR, USA, term end 31 Oct 2028)

A call for a new Associate Editor will go out in the next few months (likely Sep) to replace Evanthia
in the new year (from 1 Jan 2027).

3 PASA Performance

3.1 Submissions

Number of submissions

In 2025 we received 227 original submissions, and in this time we accepted 151 manuscripts,
leading to a 2025 acceptance rate of 72%.  In 2024 we received 253 original submissions, and
accepted 127 (65%). See Figure 1.
The number of submissions in 2026 is on par with the increase seen in 2025 and 2024. We are on
track to match the 2025 numbers, and just a bit below 2024 numbers, but PASA’s almost doubling of
submissions since 2024 appears stable and sustained.

Acceptance rate

The pre-2024 long term acceptance rate hovered around 50%. The 2024 to 2026 acceptance rate
seems to be 60 to 70%, with the boost in 2025 probably due to the papers submitted in 2024 which



2
were accepted in 2025.  Note that this increase is a positive sign that the quality of PASA is
increasing (c.f. ApJ and MNRAS who quote 80 to 90 % acceptance rates).

Figure 1. PASA article statistics.

3.2 Impact Factor

The 2025 Journal Impact Factors were released by Clarivate on June 17. PASA’s 2025 impact
factor is 4.0, a decrease of 0.6 from 2024. See Figure 2.  Unfortunately, this places PASA just
outside of Q1 (23/84 of journals in Astronomy and Astrophysics). Our 5 year IF is 5.5, and still Q1.

This drop in impact factor is disappointing and a concern, but it can be explained by a combination
of a few factors:

1. The increase in number of published papers in 2024 leads to a higher number of articles,
which decreases the JIF (‘the denominator’). (JIF = [citations in 2025 from articles published
in 2023 and 2024 / number of articles published in 2023 and 2024]). These articles from
2024 may not yet have the citations they may accrue (there may be a lag). If the effect is due
to the increase in published articles in 2024 then this will be a temporary effect.

2. PASA’s impact factor is bolstered a small number of very highly cited papers. It maybe, since
the recent changes to MNRAS and PASA, that the community is sending the most highly
cited papers to MNRAS / ApJ / Nature, while sending the bulk of the lower impact
publications to PASA.

The Editorial Board are committed to maintaining the quality of PASA. I have re-iterated that we can
do so by being diligent in the peer review process, inviting good reviewers and rejecting poor
reviews (which happen!), and rejecting more low quality papers or papers which require multiple
rounds of major review.

Also of note, I took a look at the journals which are just above PASA in the 2025 Clarivate rankings.
These are Physics Letters B, Astroparticle Physics, and Galaxies. Galaxies is interesting as it went
from JIF of 3.2 in 2023 to 4.0 in 2025. They had 206 citable articles for the 2023-2025, so are of
similar scale PASA.
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Figure 2. PASA journal impact factor as a function of time, shown against competitors.

3.3 Turnaround times

The turnaround times for all articles in PASA, by original submission date, are shown in Figure 2.
This includes all articles with decisions, inc. rejected manuscripts. Note that the median time to final
decision for 2021 is skewed by the rejected papers (hence very low). The subfigure on the left is for
all submission in the calendar year, regardless of how long final decision is, and the one on the right
is for decision in the same year (effectively removing the summer holiday period affect).

The mean time to first and final decision has increased in the last few years. We saw double the
number of usual manuscripts from 2024 onwards, and there was a spike in the turnaround time last
year. We’ve worked hard as an Editorial Board to improve these times, in particular reducing the
time a manuscript is waiting for EB action – numbers shown from a CUP report in Nov 2025 show
the mean time with an AE or EIC has dropped by a median of about 5 days since 2023) (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Turnaround time for *all* articles by calendar year (left), and for final decision also in the same calendar year
(right).
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Figure 3 Article milestones from CUP report in Nov 2025. This shows that the time with the EB is reducing, while the time
with reviewers is increasing. Numbers may be inconsistent with Figure 2 due to differing articles included in this one.

It can be both difficult to get a reviewer to agree to assess a paper, and then to get a review back
even from a reviewer who has agreed.  There are cases where a manuscript requires multiple
invites, I’ve seen 8 to 10 invites for a few manuscripts.  I have also taken a look at the turnaround
time of reviewers (who have agreed). This year to mid June we have had 8 take longer than 35 days
(5 weeks). In Jul to Dec 2025 we had 12 such cases, and in Jan to Jun 2025 there were only 2.
These metrics would point to a community that is under strain. The EB will continue to look at
options to streamline review, such as inviting multiple reviewers (which we already do for many
papers), and being more vigilant about reminding reviewers to return a report.

4 Artificial Intelligence (LLM) Use

PASA’s AI policy for AI contribution to papers is the standard CUP one:

● AI use must be declared and clearly explained in publications such as research papers, just
as we expect scholars to do with other software, tools and methodologies.

● AI does not meet the Cambridge requirements for authorship, given the need for
accountability. AI and LLM tools may not be listed as an author on any scholarly work
published by Cambridge

● Authors are accountable for the accuracy, integrity and originality of their research papers,
including for any use of AI.

● Any use of AI must not breach Cambridge’s plagiarism policy. Scholarly works must be the
author’s own, and not present others’ ideas, data, words or other material without adequate
citation and transparent referencing.

Artificial intelligence (AI) use during peer review and editorial decision making:

● Unless otherwise specified or agreed, no part of a manuscript should be shared with a public
generative artificial intelligence (AI) tool including where manuscript information is contained
within the reviewer’s own review report. Where any AI tools are used in the editorial process,
any editorial decision will be made by a human. Where use of AI leads to suspected
misconduct, this will be assessed and handled in accordance with our misconduct policies.

The EB has been reminded of the need to maintain confidentiality and the decision making must be
made by a human. The invite email to reviewers states that the paper can not be shared with a
public AI tool as this would be in breach of confidentiality.

The above AI use in papers is similar to the one just released by A&A
(https://www.aanda.org/component/content/article/11-news/3200-a-a-publishes-statement-on-the-us
e-of-ai-assisted-technologies).

This area is a fast moving one which CUP are actively engaged in. They are looking to trial a tool for
detecting fake references, which the astronomy community are well placed to trial as we have ADS,
which can be thought of as a ‘ground truth’.
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While PASA had been relatively immune to AI-generated paper mills, we have had a handful now in
the last few months. This may grow to be a bigger issue and is something Anfdrew and I are keenly
aware of and have discussed with the rest of the EB.

5 Other Issues/news

5.1 CAUL
It remains essential for PASA’s success that CAUL has an agreement with CUP, so that our
community can publish for free in PASA. The ASA Council is encouraged to stress this to the
community and the Heads of Departments, as the yearly negotiation cycle will begin soon.

5.2 PASA Letters
With strong and quick support from CUP,  in mid-May 2025 we introduced PASA Letters. As detailed
in the announcement to the ASA email exploder: this is for topical, timely results that are likely to be
high impact and require a quick turnaround.  No new Letters submissions since last ASA Council
meeting:  so in ~12 months we have had six PASA Letters submissions, of which three were
recommended to be moved to the main journal, and three Letters have been published.

5.2 Authorship Issues
There have been an increasing number of papers submitted without the full author list entered into
the ScholarOne submission system at time of submission. As CUP and PASA follows the Committee
on Publishing Ethics (COPE) guidelines, the procedure to update or modify authorship is laborious
so the PASA EB advises authors to get authorship correct as much as possible at time of
submission.
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